
 

Year Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 2 

Sketch focus: Term 1: Portrait Term 2: Still Life Term 3: Whole body 

Caterpillars 

Explore paint using fingers and tools 

Begin to use one handed tools and choose material to create junk models 
 

Explore different materials using all senses 

Begin to make marks intentionally 

Explore colour and colour mixing 

 

Begin to use imagination to use different materials 
 

Manipulate and play with different materials and tools 
 

Mother’s Day and Easter cards and crafts.  
 

Begin to make simple models which express ideas 
 

Mark make in different materials 

 
Continue to explore paint and tools 

 

Express ideas and feelings through mark making 
 

Make simple junk and loose part models and pictures 
 

Begin to develop their own ideas and choose materials to make 
them 

 
Make simple models which express ideas 

 

Father’s Day cards 

Butterflies 

Create closed shapes with continuous lines, and begin to use these shapes 
to represent objects. 

 

Explore colour using the theme of the colour monster. 
 

Make lollipop picture frames to explore ways of joining materials 

(These will be used for the children’s family photos.) 
 

Christmas gifts using salt dough to explore different materials freely, and 

develop ideas about how to use them and what to make. 

Develop their own ideas and then decide which materials to use to 
express them.  

 

Joined with DT, make a Lunar New Year dragon using different 
materials exploring new ways to join them 

 

Mother’s Day and Easter cards and crafts. 

Draw with increasing complexity and detail, such as representing a face 
with a circle and including details. 

 

Use drawing to represent ideas like movement or loud noises. 
 

Father’s Day Cards. 

 
 

Show different emotions in their drawings and paintings. 

 
 

Join different materials and explore different textures. 

Reception 

Techniques: collage, cutting, printing, painting, effective chalk usage, 
smudging, 

Beginning to focus on the skills of self-portraits 

Hedgehog sketching 
Stick collage 

Variety of bonfire and Christmas artwork 
 

 

Techniques: effective chalk usage, smudging, cutting, printing, painting. 
Full body drawing- for sketch books 

Making a paper spaceman 

Junk modelling space ships 
Role play/small world stories 
Easter & Mother’s Day cards 

Butterfly and other minibeast paintings 

Create and evaluate pompom caterpillars on a leaf 
Farm animal paintings and models 

Techniques: effective chalk usage, smudging, cutting, printing, 
painting, copy with accuracy, mixing colours. 
Mixing colours (Lighter and darker shades) 

Father’s Day cards 
Paintings of animals and their habitats 

Sketch books: Still life 
Sketching pirate maps 

Painting seaside pictures and sketching pictures of shells 
 

1 

 Portraits & Beyond 
Sketching a self portrait and knowledge and application of a variety of other 

key techniques, including watercolour, sketching, printing, use of sponges 

 

Let’s Sculpt 
Make their own sculptures using a range of materials and learn about 

figurative and abstract sculptures. 
 

Artist focus: Mark Quinn, Barbara Hepworth, Jill Townsley, Eva 
Rothschild 

Fabricate 
Textiles techniques including wax-resist dyeing, (Batik,) making 

original products. 
 

Artist focus: Gustav Klimt, Gunta Stozl 
Artist focus: Paul Klee, Andy Warhol 

2 

Colour Chaos 

Choosing, using and mixing their own colours, having the opportunity to 
explore the life and work of key abstract artists and create pieces of 

abstract styles. 

Artist Focus: Piet Mondrian, Jackson Pollock, Wassily Kandinsky 

Female Artists 

Learn about a variety of female artists in history, replicating their 
techniques and methods. 

 Artist Focus: Frida Khalo, Yayoi Kasuma, Gwen John, Faith Ringgold, 

Georgia O’Keeffe 

Landscapes & Cityscapes 

Create a collage inspired by the different landscape and cityscape 
artists, looking at the colours, styles, settings, and times of day. 

Artist Focus: Claude Monet, Vincent van Gogh, Jean Metzinger 



3 

Oil Pastels 
Cave Art using oil pastels and blending techniques to create a piece of art 

replicating cave art. 

 
Artist Focus: Edgar Degas 

Landscape Paintings 
Understanding representation of colour and their relationship to 

moods and conditions. 

 
Artist Focus: David Hockney, Ansel Adams 

Death Masks 
Build on previous sculpting skills, ensuring the selection of 

appropriate material in both size and texture. 

 
Artist Focus: Carlo Rastrelli, Nick Reynolds 

4 

Roman Collage 

Roman Mosaic – Plan and design a ceramic mosaic combining visual and 

tactile qualities. 

Artist focus: Pietro Cavallini 

Insects: Sketching using pencil and colour 

How to use pencil, colour and printing with insects as the stimulus. 

Artist focus: Jan van Kessel the Elder  

Graffiti 

Compare graffiti artists, identifying similarities and differences 

between them, their style of art and the skills used. 
 

Artist focus: Shamsia Hassani and Banksy, 

5 

South & Central America: Collage & Picture Puzzles 
 

Use a variety of art techniques and skills inspired by the artwork of South 

and Central American artists. 

Artist focus: Joaquin Torres Garcia, Beatriz Milhazes  

Anglo Saxons: Painting & Clay Sculpture 
Use pencil, colour, and paper modelling to create quality artwork 

The Seaside: Printing and Lantern Making 
How to use pen, colour and craft making skills to create quality 

artwork that shows progression in skills. 

 
Artist focus: Katsushika Hokusai. 

Artist focus: Grayson Perry, Mark Smith 
 

6 

Greek Sculpture 

Use clay and appropriate processes to design and make a 3D form. 
 

Artist focus: Myron 

  

Wildlife: Drawings and Newspaper Birds 
Use pencil, white pencil and newspaper-based sculpture to create 

quality artwork that uses wildlife as a stimulus. 

 

 North America:  Drawing and Modelling 

 
Make a collage landscape and draw patterned skulls 

Artist focus: John Singer Sargent, Frank Lloyd Wright 

 Artist focus: Constantin Brancusi; Richard Sweeney 

 

Sketching Painting Sculpture Range of Materials 

 


