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Curriculum intent 
 
Art, in our school, contributes to the emotional and creative development of our pupils which is taught 
through our values and the canvases created by each class during Faith Week in the Autumn Term. 
We aim to give children the knowledge they need to understand key artistic concepts, the use of tools 
and techniques, along with a rich experience and critical appreciation of the work of other artists. We 
encourage children to question, reflect and become inspired through studying the works of artists from 
a range of cultures and contexts, time and places. By looking at the work of other artists, children will be 
helped to understand that there is no “correct model” and that art is a wonderful response to the world 
around us. 
Through their growing knowledge and practical experiences with a variety of media, the children 

develop their creative and aesthetic understanding. We aim to encourage the children to take a pride 

in their own achievements and to respect their own and others’ work. 

 

Aims 
• To encourage pupils’ development of creative, imaginative and practical skills through a 

balanced program of art, craft and design activities, working individually, in groups and as a 

whole class. 

• To extend pupil understanding of how ideas and feelings can be communicated in visual, and 

sometimes tactile experiences. 

• To use the work of children and established artists to provide a colourful and stimulating 

environment throughout the school. 

1). Pupils investigate the artistic techniques in practical work including: 
• different qualities of line and tone 
• experimentation with colour-mixing and application 
• the use of pattern and texture in designing and making 
• How shape, form and space are presented in works of art. 

2). Pupils are taught about the work of artists, craft workers and designers, e.g. drawing, painting, 

printing, photography, textiles, ceramics, graphic design (ICT), sculpture and architecture. 

3). Pupils are taught to use materials, tools and techniques for practical work safely and in 

accordance with health and safety regulations. 

 

Approach to teaching and learning 
Pupils in KS1 build on the opportunities they have experienced from creative development in the 

Foundation Stage. Pupils are taught factually, as well as being given opportunities to experiment and 

discover. Continuity and progress are ensured by the scheme of work and system of recording 

achievement. Pupils are given opportunity to develop key concepts, skills and attitudes in Art 

throughout the key stages. Key knowledge is identified within the long term curriculum plan for each 

term and builds sequentially 



 

 

 

over time so that pupils can reinforce what they have learnt previously and take the next steps to progress 

their work. This also ensures a range of artists and styles are studied over the course of the primary 

years. 

We provide meaningful and purposeful opportunities to develop children’s skills and responses through 

a cross-curricular approach. Teacher’s plan creatively through the use thematic teaching. Our long-term 

map details that all classes will teach a face sketch in the autumn, still life sketch in the spring and human 

form sketch in the summer. We also encourage children to suggest when they wish to respond to a piece 

of learning using Art. 

To aid pupils’ all-round development in Art, we provide opportunities for independent learning and 

creative risk taking. Appropriate teaching styles are used for different activities. We provide 

opportunities for collaborative group work as well as individual tasks. Teaching pupils with Special 

Educational Needs requires thought and staff will take this into account when planning lessons, providing 

support and/or differentiated activities as necessary. 

Each pupil has a sketch book from Y1-6 in which they record their exploratory work and initial ideas. 

This book follows them through school. Final pieces are either displayed in the classroom, included 

within subject specific books or as part of an exhibition. 

We encourage visitors and members of the local community to share their skills with us may organise 

after-school events to facilitate this. 

Educational visits to museums and galleries are another element of our curriculum delivery. 

 

We teach: 
a) Key Concepts. Colour, shape, texture, pattern, tone, line, form, perspective, artists and their works, form, 

content and mood. 
b) Practical Skills, e.g. cutting, shaping, gathering, resources, using tools, organising, clearing away. 
c) Perceptual Skills, e.g. observing, recording, language, remembering, communicating, expressing, 

critically appreciating and visual literacy. 
d) Key Attitudes Pride in achievement, respect for own and others’ work, respect for the environment both 

man-made and natural, developing awareness and love for the visual arts, seeing the role Art plays in 
our multi-cultural society, to develop positive approaches towards equal opportunities in race, gender 
and ability. 
 
Resources 
Class teachers order materials to support the objectives and activities which they have planned to 

deliver; this is overseen by the Art lead. 

 
ICT and Art 
Art has close links with technology and there are increasing opportunities to plan, develop, 

complement and present visual work using the computer and digital photography. The internet can 

be used to investigate and retrieve information about famous artists and their work. 

 
 
 
Assessment 
Formative ongoing assessment by class teachers includes feedback and discussion with the child. 

Progress is recorded and assessed by the Art Leader on a termly basis. Samples of original work or 



 

 

 

photographic evidence is saved in a scrapbook and also assessed termly by the Art Lead as examples and 

to demonstrate progress. 

We work towards the end of KS2 National Curriculum statements of achievement which are, as 

below: 

 

• I can draw shapes with lines which are faint enough to make changes if necessary. 
• I can shade using even block tone. 
• I can use shading in different directions to show curves. 
• I know what tone is and can shade from light to dark. 
• I can include detail in my drawings. 
• I can draw from observation and add shadow if it’s there. 
• I know what primary, secondary and tertiary colours are. 
• I know what is meant by a hue (colour), tint (white added) and shade (black added). 
• I can paint using block colours. 
• I can paint within the lines. 
• I can use gradual tones (blending tints, shades and a hue in blocks). 
• I can change the consistency of paint to make it lighter or darker. 
• I can use brush strokes in different directions to show curves. 
• I can include detail in my paintings. 
• I enjoy exploring creative ideas. 

 
Equal Opportunities 
We provide activities for all pupils in which equality of opportunity is supported irrespective of 

gender, SEN, race, creed and disability, considering the individual needs of all children. We use Art 

from different times, places and cultures to illustrate to children the diversity of our world. 

 

Monitoring 
It is the responsibility of the Art Lead to ensure the implementation of this policy, monitor standards, offer 

advice and support to staff, provide a model and promote excellence in children’s achievements. 

This will involve teaching Art to different groups of children and providing input at different times. The 

Art Lead will ensure that development priorities are reflected in the Subject Action Plan. 

 


